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PROGRESS CM TEE GREAT VOLGA PROJECT 
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,/The following information svancarizes the recent progress 
made on the Great Volga project as reported, in Soviet news- 
papers and periodicals 


Tsement , No 1, cf 1952 reported t her over or v~ million tons of cement were 
uaed in the construction of the Volga-Dor. renal a nr. T uni yanc kaya GES . O’er 
4 million tons, it continued, vill be required to rcoiplete the Kuybyshev, 
Stalingrad, and Kakhovka OSS { l) 

Pravda stated on 2 6 December : 9^1 ’hat r;h # - Xuyb.yf.nev and Stull ngrad GES 
will each ream re 3GO,iXC -360,000 ton? o; ?teel ban for reinforcing concrete 
placed there. (2) 


Moskovskly Kcmroaolet :-f ? January 19 <: cellared that the hydraulic con- 
struction planned on the Volga Korn* i= of such magnitude that after its 

completion at the ere of the Sixth Five-Y««.r Plan , full utilization of the 
water power of the Volga and Kcma. riven will oe nearly reac ned , { J ) 


According to Ve o voik AKademl W&ck 35R . No 11, Iptl the Ivankov^Kiy 
Hydraulic Center, which itviuribsf. th«r upp^rasoa*. GES m r-hf* r*/»ric«- of hydro- 
electric power stations on *n» V - r.i Pi.’-'-r, c onplet.ee curing the Second 

Five-Year Plan. In 1940, tn- cr.-or.i unit ir. the -.cite*, *. he T'glichodk&ya GES, 
was put in operate or., and the riu--3 on. , Sh-:r.**r>*akov>Kaya -F.S, was in operation 
at the outbreak of World W.sr 7*. C wv.rr.tior ;<i ths fourth unit, Gor'kovakaya 
GES, is nearing compi.^t, ion . 4 ’■ P-a''.:o -:>z 0.”. h r *: 1932 explained that m the 

past, the construction * *.v / ^urtrT tn t had reen lagging behind, but that in 
1951 and 1952, work prcrr° isvi more ;ap:ciy. An “aonuout fleet of construction 
machinery, Prajvda vcr. t. ir.ued . i* "C-’v.v.r* ra; c.: roe eonst-vur vion Among 
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the construction personnel are 1,200 Communists and 1,300 Komsomol members ^ 

One woodworking and one machine -repairing plant are operating at full capacity, 
the paper said . ( 5) 

Pravda Yostofca of 14 November 1952 reported that concreting of the dam 
was started a year ago and it under way on a large scale $ construction of the 
QES is entrusted to the Gor'kovgesstroy., (Administration for Construction of 
the Gor’kovskaya GES)„(6) 

Veatnlk Akademil Saak SSS&, No 11, 1952 revealed that construction of the 
fifth unit near Cheboksary is scheduled to start during the Fif^h Five-Year 
Plan, while the sixth unit is now under construction near Kuybyehev; the seventh 
unit. If built, vill be near Balakovo, and the eighth and last is the Stalingrad 
GE8. which is now under construction When completed, Vestnik Akademil Nauk 
gggfi claimed, the capacity of these stations viii be several times greater than 
the total capacity of the 45 hydroelectric stations of the Tennessee Valley 
Authority in the US. (4) 

Kuybyahev QES 

M. Rauten and V. Samsonov declared m their vork, Propaganda Vellklkh 
Stroyek Komsmnl2ma , that the following basic mate-rials will be required for the 
construction of the Kuybyshev Hydraulic Center*-, 2 million cubic meters of lum- , 
ber, 2 million tons of cement, 700,000 tone of metals, and 2C turbogenerators 
of 100, 000 -kilowatt capacity each. (7) 

Lenlnskoye Znamya of 20 June 1952 reported that building up the cofferdam 
around the excavation for the lower navigable lock was completed In June 1952, 
and that the vork on the cofferdam for the upper lock started at that time, (8) 

The upper lock, Pravda revealed, will be located near the town of Komsomol 'sk- (9) 
According to Leningradakaya Pravda of 31 July 1952, the first suction dredge, 
with a capacity of 500 cubic meters, arrived at the Kuybyshev GES construction 
site on 29 July 1952, after ita release from the Volga-Don Canal construction 
site. Another one, towed by a tug, was on its way at tne same time the paper 
said. (10) 

Moskovskly Komsomol etg reported on 7 September 1952 that dredging for the 
lower lock by four suction dredges had been completed, and that pumping out the 
water from the dredged area was nearing r. cap-let ion; furthermore, a ramp was being 
formed to pull the dredges out from the excavation 'll) 

One million cubic meters oi earth w*-re r.-;:«va~*-d fro* tru* area, accord- 
ing to Pravda of 25 December 1952 '1?; 

On 20 November, L enlngrads k aya Pr avda of 21 November 1^52 said, prepara- 
tions were being completed to start :or.rrenng tnc roundaTioc of r.ne lock. (13) 

Sovetskaya Belorussiya of 2 b December 1952 irpor r ec *.ha~ tb *■ installation 
of reinforcing steel bars started in December, ar„i about £t?Q ton? were iu place 
by 24 December . (14) 

Pravda of 25 December 1952 reported mat abou - * 600,000 cubic meters of 
concrete are to be placed to complete the lock, and 7.« 000 cubic meters w ere to 
be placed before 1 January 195:.* according to the plan ?12) With the dredging 
for the foundation of the power plant, structure ^omp-eted, Izv eer ly a of 10 Oc- 
tober 1952 stated, the suction dredges left rne Fire through the gap m the. 
cofferdam provided for this purpose The gar ha* ? ince been closed, and pump- 
ing out the water to dry the area inside tne cofferdam was m progress at. the 
end of September, according to the paper. J 15’ 
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According to Izvestiya of 25 September 1952, concreting the foundation 
of the portion of the power plant structure vhach will be located on the 
right ban!: of the river started on the evening of 24 September 1952, and it 
was planned to place 150,000 cubic meters of concrete there before the end 
of 1952.(16) 

According to Leningradskaya Pravda of 25 September 1952, the follow- 
ing two automatic . concrete-mixing plants were about ready for operation by 
the end of September, and construction of the thirl one started at the same 

time. 


1. One plant on the left bank of the Volga River, which has four mixers, 
each with a capacity of 2,400 liters and an output of 2,000 cubic meters of 
concrete each 2^ hours . 

2. One plant on the right bank of the river, with two sections of four 
mixers; each of the mixers has the same capacity as those above. 

3 . One plant, with two sections of four mixers each- (17) 

Pravda of 25 December 1952 added chat a large automatic concrete-mixing 
plant vas Just put in operation; its main objective will be to concrete the 
lover lock. The plant mixes 185 tons of gravel, 103 ton? of sand, and 48 
tons of cement an hour and turns out 2,000 cubic meters of mixed concrete 
per 24 hours, the paper said. ( 12 ) 

Turkmens kaya Iskra of 24 December 1952 reported that, despite the fact 
that the Volga River was frozen, powerful electrically operated suction 
dredgeB continued to dredge for the foundation of the proposed concrete spill- 
way and to deepen the future navigable canal area . TVo dredges were busy 
piling up sand for use by the concrete -mixing plantj the paper stated. (18) 

On 1 January 1953* I* V. Korazm. chief of construction, stated in Mosk- 
ovskaya Pravda that the 1952 plan for the construction of the QES was com- 
pleted on 30 December 1952. He also outlined the highlights of the plan for 
1953# which include placing over one million cubic meter* of concrete; put- 
ting in operation the ropeway across the river, four concrete -mixing plants, 
and two stone-crushing plants; and building ever 130,000 square meters of 
housing. (19) 

Stalingrad GES 

According to Sovetskaya Lltva of 19 November 1952, the dam of the 'Stalin- 
grad GES will raise the level of the Volga River as far as Syzran , (20) Kemmupist 

of 22 October 1952 declared that excavating the 6 - 5-kilometer* long volga-AKhtuba 
Canal was completed on 20 October 1952 as planned About 12 million cubic 
meters of earth were excavated . (21) 

Sovetskaya Belorussy a reported on 2 September 1952 that eight suction dredges 
were in action at th<* construction site (22! Kommun ist of 19 October 1952 wrote 
that construction was under way of a double -track, railroad spur , of an automobile 
road on top of the upper cofferdam leading from the left, bank of the river to the 
construction site on Peschanvy Island; ana of another railroad leading to Lesnoy 
Island over the top of the lower cofferdam * 2 ; ; 

Sovet ska ya Litva of 24 December 1952 declared that, despite cold weather 
and the frozen river, the dredges were U: operation .dredging for the foundations 
of the spillway and the power plant structure, and that it was expected to com- 
plete the dredging in the near future and to move v he dr edge « into Akhtuba 
channel through a gap left in the cofferdam ‘24) 
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G.K. Sinyavskiy, deputy chief engineer of Stalingradgidrostroy, summing 
up the work accomplished in 1952, stated in Moskovskaya Pravda of 1 January 
1953 that a high-tension power-transmission line was completed across the 
Volga River. The excavation and building up of the cofferdam for the power 
plant structure was in progress on Feschanay Island, he continued, and an 
automatic concrete -mixing plant was being assembled on Zelenyy Island. 
Sinyavskiy stated that a central machinery-repairing plant was recently put 
in operation and that one of its shops was already producing vibrators for 
driving sheet piles into' the ground* a machinery plant, woodworking plant, 
asphalt-concrete -mixing plant and others were already in operation, and the 
ropeway across the Volga was under construction. He stated that the cofferdam 
around the excavation for the- power plant structure will be completed before 
spring floods 00 that the excavated area can be pumped dry to start concreting. 
Excavation of the spillway and building up the earthen portion of the dam 
adjoining tue left bank of the river will also be started in 1953. he pointed 
out. ( 19 ) 
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1. Moscow, Tsement, No 4, Jul/Aug 52 

2. Moscow, Pravda, 26 Dec 52 

3. Moskovskiy Korns omolet3, 3 Jan 53 

4. Moscow, Vestnik Akademii Hauk 5S3R, No 11, Nov 52 
5- Pravda, 13 Oct 52 

6. Tashkent, Pravda Vostoka, 14 Nov 52 

7« M. Rauzen and V. Samsonov, Propaganda Velikikh Stroyek 

Kanreunizma. v KHube (Propaganda on the Great Constructions 
of Caomui\J,sm in Clubs), Moscow, 1952 

8. Petrozavodsk, Leninskoye Znamya, 20 Jun 52 

9. Pravda, 8 Jul 52 

10. Lenlngradskaya Pravda, 31 Jul 52 

11. Moskovskiy Komsomolete, 7 Sep 52 

12. Pravda, 25 Dec 52 

13. Lenlngradskaya Pravda, 21 Nov 52 

14. Minsk, *ovefcokaya Belorussiya, 2U Dec 52 
15* Moscow, Izvestiya, 1 Oct 52 

16. rbid . , 25 Sep 52 

17. Lenlngradskaya Pravda, 25 Sep 52 

0 

18. Ashkhabad, Turkmenskaya Iskra, 24 Dec 52 

19. Moskovskaya Pravda, 1 Jan 53 
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20 . Vil'nyua, Covets kayo. Litva, 19 ij ov 52 

21 . Yerevan’, Kommunist, 22 Oct 52 

22 . Sovetskaya Belorueeiya, 2 Sep 52 

23 . Konununistj 19 Oct 52 

24 . Sovetskaya Litva, 24 Dec 52 
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